
Gulf of St. Lawrence 

Protection of the North Atlantic Right Whales 
 

Due to the changing migratory habits of North Atlantic right whales and their increasing presence in the 

Gulf of St. Lawrence, the Government of Canada has implemented seasonal speed restrictions in certain 

defined areas. These restrictions consist of a combination of a static zone and dynamic areas of speed 

reduction. 

 

These measures will be in effect on a seasonal basis and subject to change. Refer to the complete Notice 

in Notices to Mariners, Section 1, for exact periods of implementation of these measures. After the lifting 

of the mandatory speed limits, vessels are encouraged to voluntarily reduce their speed over the ground so 

as not to exceed 10.0 knots when the presence of North Atlantic right whales is confirmed and in so far as 

maritime conditions permit the safe operation of their vessel at this speed. 

 

Static Protected Area 
 

Within this static zone a ground speed restriction will be imposed for vessels 20 m or longer to a 

maximum of 10 knots when travelling in the western Gulf of St. Lawrence. The speed restriction zone 

may be changed as the whales migrate through the area. See the complete Notice in Notices to Mariners, 

Section 1, for the coordinates of the static zone. 

 

Temporary speed restriction in shipping lanes 
 

Within these dynamic areas, vessels may operate at a safe operating speed for as long as the Government 

of Canada has not confirmed the presence of whales in these areas. When right whales are spotted in one 

of these dynamic areas, vessels of 20 m or more in length will receive a Notice to Shipping (NOTSHIP) 

and will have to reduce their ground speed to 10.0 knots or less as they navigate the sector in question. 

Refer to the complete Notice in Notices to Mariners, Section 1 for dynamic zones coordinates. 

 

Speed restrictions in dynamic areas will be in effect for a period of 15 days from the date of application. 

This period can be extended if the presence of whales continues. The implementation of the zones and 

speed reduction areas will be announced through the NOTSHP broadcasts. 

 

NOTSHIP Broadcasts 
 

The Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) continues to promulgate valid NOTSHIPs through radio broadcasts 

on various terrestrial systems and also online at http://www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca/navigating-hub. Mariners must 

ensure that they have the correct and up-to-date information on the protection of North Atlantic right 

whales in all Notices to Mariners (NOTMAR) and NOTSHIPs. 

 

  



Aids to navigation 
 

In addition, CCG is testing the use of virtual AIS aids to navigation (AIS AtoN), NOTMAR 819(T)/2016 

refers, which will notify automatically a mariner of a dynamic sector that is subject to a speed reduction. 

Each dynamic sector will be delimited by four virtual AIS AtoN which will be displayed on ship’s 

navigation equipment such as: ECDIS, ECS, RADAR, Minimum Keyboard Display, Electronic Nautical 

Charts. The virtual AIS AtoN will be broadcasted only when speed reduction is in effect in one or more 

sector. The mariner is required to select the virtual AIS AtoN symbol to view a message such as: SectA1 

Spd Lim 10 kt. This message refers to a speed reduction in effect for a specific sector. As this system 

continues to be in the testing phase, it is not the primary means of communicating with the mariner. 

 

Conformity and application of the law 
 

Failure to comply with mandatory speed restrictions could lead to enforcement action and subject to fines 

ranging from CAN$6,000 to CAN$25,000. If vessels appear to have violated the speed restriction, 

Transport Canada Marine Safety Inspectors will review all information provided through AIS and seek 

information from the master.  

Exemptions to the speed restrictions will not be granted in advance; however, factors such as navigation 

to ensure vessel safety, weather conditions, and responding to emergencies, will be reviewed and 

considered. 

 

To report whales in distress 
 

Mariners are requested to report all observations of entangled, dead, or injured whales to the nearest CCG 

Marine Communication and Traffic Services Centre; or as follows: 

 

For the southern Gulf of St. Lawrence region: 

Marine Animal Response Society at 1-866-567-6277 

For Newfoundland and Labrador: 

Whale Release and Strandings at 1-888-895-3003 

For the Quebec sector: 

Marine Mammal Emergencies at 1-877-722-5346 

 

Sightings of live, free-swimming whales should be reported by phone to 1-902-440-8611 or 

1-844-800-8568 or by email: XMARWHALESIGHTINGS@DFO. 


